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Front cover: Flying Scotsman and R761 at Mangalore during the Scotsman’s Farewell to Victoria trip on Sun.6.8.89. 


(John Dare) 


Opposite: While fans waited at Heathcote Junction to photograph the Scotsman, G519 and C504 on the 08 20 up 
Albury goods provided welcome additional interest. 11 14, Sun.6.8.89. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Return of the Scotsman 


To coincide with the return of the Flying Scotsman to 
Melbourne, several kindred rail enthusiasts’ groups 
planned a trip to extend the greeting rendezvous point 
from Seymour to Benalla by using the SLSPG’s steam 
loco J515. Most of the travellers who were coming 
from Melbourne and beyond were to exchange R761 
and K163 at Seymour for a diesel and then proceed to 
Benalla. At Benalla, the J, which would already have 
run tender forwards light engine from Seymour, would 
take over the train for the return run to Seymour, hope- 
fully with A3-4472 running alongside. Back at Sey- 
mour, the J would be swapped for the turned and 
serviced R761 and K163 for the trip back to Melbourne. 
The diesel utilised earlier would return light engine to 
Seymour later in the day. 

On Sunday 9 July, instead of the J running light 
engine to Benalla, 14BE was attached to the funnel end 
of the loco for the benefit of any local passengers, 
including me. At 08 32 the J docked with its one 
carriage at the back platform, and with two more pas- 
sengers we had a full load. Because we were unable to 
locate some end to end radios quickly, our departure 
was delayed by 12 minutes until 08 57. We set off 
quickly from Seymour and ran over the soon to be con- 
verted double track line to Mangalore. Because of our 
late departure, our scheduled cross with the up Albury 
pass. (8312) was shifted from Avenel to the soon to be 
closed Mangalore station. N458 ran onto the double 


PETER FOOTE 


track line at 09 22, allowing us to run to Benalla unin- 
terrupted. Our departure from Mangalore was noted 
four minutes later. We slipped past Avenel at 09 35 (09 
20), with the old station at Longwood witnessing our 
passage at 09 56. All that remains at Longwood are the 
station building, platform and goods shed; the yard has 
been removed, leaving only the main line. Nine 
minutes before we reached Euroa a G/81 combination 
roared past us on No.9694 up standard gauge goods. 
We made up six minutes from Avenel and hand 
exchanged the staff at Euroa at 10 14 (10 05). The atmo- 
sphere in the single carriage was warm and cordial, 
with the entourage being just like an extended family 
as the J continued to purr along the easy terrain, steam- 
ing through Violet Town at 10 35 (10 27). Our arrival at 
Benalla was noted at 11 04. AsI had borrowed a circular 
for the day I didn’t note how late we were, but as we 
had continually made up time we would have been 
within a couple of minutes of the schedule. 

As we detrained from the BE, the stabled 9327 down 
Wodonga goods sat in the yard, although it had been 
split in two with T397/406 at the head of the portion 
further from the platform. Further away still sat a down 
Oaklands wheat train, with S306/13 placed on the 
curved siding adjacent to the Oaklands line. 

Presently the distinctive whistle of the A3 class 
Pacific locomotive told all that it had arrived two 
minutes early at 11 53. One minute before midday 


J515 and 4472 in the rain at Avenel on Sun.9.7.89. (John Dare) 
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4472 has a good lead over R761-K163 as they leave Seymour during the Welcome Back Flying Scotsman tour. 
(John Dare) 


A3-4472 was cut off from its train and run to the stan- 
dard gauge platform. This activated the nearby level 
_ crossing boom gates, so needless to say it was seen to 
_ that the loco did not stay long at the platform. 


Back on the broad gauge, for J515 to receive water 
from the column beside No.3 road it had to shunt the 
_ first part of No.9327 out of the way, just managing to 
_ foul No.2 road in the process. By 12 12 watering had 
been completed and the J replaced 9327’s consist. The 
J then ran around the BE via roads 7 and 8. Just as it was 
setting back onto No.2 road, A78 slid into the platform 
with the 09 50 (8339) down Albury pass. at 12 23, 15 
minutes late. Its departure was noted at 12 25. Thirty 
minutes later the connecting down special pass. with 
its 12 carriage load of SCV, 45/57BE, 24AW, 27BU, 
1BCE, 25/38BE, 7ABE, 60/8BW, and 67BW hauled by 
T400 and T371 arrived. Earlier in the morning the ros- 
tered loco, N454 hadn’t been able to budge from Sey- 
mour Loco because of low voltage ground relays, so 
the two Ts had been taken off the stabled No.9365 
down Shepparton goods and used instead. To run 
No.8345 down Cobram pass. later in the day, an A class 
loco had been taken off the morning’s down Albury 
pass., which explained why it had been 15 minutes late 
at Benalla. 


As soon as the second broad gauge special pass. 
(8393) had stopped, the platform quickly became sub- 
merged in a sea of bodies. While the organisers were 
hard pressed to keep the crowds in check, as everyone 
wanted a glimpse of the Flying Scotsman, which was 
standing some distance away in the standard gauge 
loop, the railwaymen were hard pressed as well. In a 
flurry of feverish activity the Ts were quickly detached, 
while at the other end of the train J515 and 14BE were 
attached, forming a train of 13 vehicles and 500 tons. 
We departed at 13 12 (12 20), 27 minutes after arrival at 
Benalla of the second down broad gauge special pass. 
Very shortly one realised that the crew of J515 would 
have to work hard on the run back to Seymour. As we 
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had departed before the Scotsman, the crew of the 
latter loco asked us to slow down, which we did. Even 
so, the Flying Scotsman didn’t pass us until we 
approached Violet Town. Our noted time through 
Violet Town was 13 36 (12 45). Once again a cat and 
mouse game was played as one train passed the other 
and then eased off, allowing it in turn to be passed. 


To see the mighty Pacific at work, with both trains 
travelling at the same speed only a couple of metres or 
sO apart was a magnificent assault on one’s senses. 
Euroa station, at 13 51 (13 02), temporarily blocked our 
view of the other train. What was remarkable was that 
the J class loco had reduced its deficit by three minutes. 
At Longwood Loop road access is readily available and 
for the benefit of motorcaders we raced past the loop 
side by side with funnels level. Some motorcaders took 
advantage of the parallel road to Avenel by capturing 
the action on video. 


Avenel was reached at 14 22 (13 34) with the only 
photostop with the J beside the A3 being held at the 
Hughes Creek bridge. In steady rain both crews took 
considerable time to ‘get it right’. In the process we 
blocked the twin light engine Ts returning to Seymour, 
which waited at Avenel. 


After completion of the photostop came the un- 
enviable task of climbing Avenel bank from a standing 
start. To the J class loco’s credit it performed fault- 
lessly, gaining speed all the way to the top of the bank. 
As we rolled down the other side the Flying Scotsman 
raced past us but slowed down enough to enable both 
trains to steam side by side into Seymour at 15 13 
(14 20). 


Even the inclement weather failed to spoil what was 
a very successful and well organised trip, with the J 
performing exceptionally well. 


At Seymour J515 was detached and R761-K163 con- 
tinued the return trip to Melbourne. 
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Above: On one of the many trips to Seymour the Flying | 
Scotsman leaves Seymour for Seymour Loop to run-around | 


its cars. 12 56. Sat.22.7.89. (Gavin McLaughlan) | 


| 
SE YMO ( IR TOURS Below: Gresley’s A3 races through Dysart on the up journey of | 
its last return trip to Seymour on Sat.29.7.89. (Graham 


Withers) 
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The Campaspe Flood of 1916 


| The highest flood recorded for the Campaspe River at 
Rochester occurred in September, 1916. 

The Riverine Herald of Monday 25 September 1916, 
recorded that 448 points of rain (112 mm) had fallen at 
Kyneton up to Saturday morning and ‘further heavy 
rain had fallen since’. On Sunday two inches (50 mm) 
had fallen at Castlemaine. Heavy rain had fallen in 
other parts of the Campaspe catchment. 

At 11 o’clock on Saturday night the river overflowed 
its banks at Rochester, and in a few hours the whole of 
the township was flooded. The railway line south of 
Rochester was submerged from near the railway 
station to what is known locally as the black culvert. 
The wheat stacks, containing 18,000 bags, near the sta- 
tion were surrounded. The night train from Bendigo to 
Echuca got through. 

At 6 a.m. on Monday morning, September 25, the 
pilot engine was sent to Rochester to test the line as the 
flood had reached Echuca. The passenger train to Mel- 
bourne ran via Seymour as the line between Rochester 

_ and Elmore was unsafe. At 3.45 p.m. a special train, 
with a repair gang and plant, was sent to Rochester. 
A carriage was attached for the convenience of passen- 
gers, the ‘majority of whom were out for sightseeing’. 
At Rochester the only dry area was the railway station, 
where the people had driven their cows to have them 
milked. Several families were camped at the railway 
station. 

On September 27, a passenger train was run from 
Echuca to Rochester. The passengers were then taken 
by trolley ‘for a distance of about three-quarters of a 
mile (1.2 km) where they boarded another train ‘and 
were further conveyed on their journey’. The 12.20 
p.m. train from Bendigo got through all right, arriving 
about 20 minutes late. The bagged wheat was sent ‘post 
haste’ to Williamstown to prevent a collapse. The sec- 
tion of the line south of Rochester was protected by a 
levee bank later as a result of repeated closure during 
floods. 

Although the 1916 flood was not the highest in the 
Goulburn River the line between Arcadia and Tool- 
amba was washed away, preventing trains from run- 
ning for several days. Fortunately for Echuca the flood 
in the Goulburn at Arcadia occurred after the Cam- 
paspe flood reached Rochester. 


FRANK SUTTON 


ECHUCA TRAIN SERVICE 
STILL DISLOCATED 


Tho railway traffic is still dislocated by 
the floods, but yesterday a fair service of 
trains was maintained on tho Bendigo 
lino as far as Rochester nnd on the 
Coulburn line to Toolamba. <A train left 
at 5.13 a.m, for Toolamba, and the or- 
dinary 8 a.m, train also started on time 
to Bendigo. It got as far as Rochester, 
where tho, passengers for stations beyond 
wero trollied along the ling for a dis- 
tance of about three-quarters of a mile, 
where they Loarded another train and 
werg further conveyed on their journey. 
The 12:2 p.m. train from Hendigo got 
through all right, and arrivéd at Echuca 
only about 20 minutes behind ite scheduled 
thine, She 3.45 p.m. train frony Echuca 
to Bendigo, and the Goulbum  Yalley 
train, wero also despatched. Tho after- 
noon train from ‘Toolamba was about 
three-quarters of an hour late in arriving 
at Echuca, as it had to slow up in passing 
several culverts in the floodad area. The 
train which was due to leave Echuca on 
the return journey at 2.55 p.m. did not 
ieava until after 4 o'clock, The flood 
waters under the bridges on the Koyuga 
line wero yesterday cansing damage to 
the abutments. A plant train, with Mr, 
Il, Wilson and s gang of men, went down 
ag far as a point two miles on the Echuca 
side of Koyuga, and effected the neces- 
gary repairs. ‘The line, it is expected, wilt 
be all right) this morning. 

Yesterday the stationmaster at Echuca, 
Mr. G@, Kilmartin, received a telegram 
from Mr. H, 3{'Kenzic, Minister for Rail- 
ways, informing hin that a numbor of 
oars for rowing boats had been despatched 
to EKehuea by the Bendigo express, It 
was askpd that on their arrival they 
should be taken to Tatura, They were 
taken down the line by Mr. HH, Wilson 
on his motor trolly Jase night. 


= 


MELBOURNE ‘Tuesaday. 

Train services in sovoral -country . dis 
trictg of tho State romain suspended, 
owing to tho floods. 

Tho Goulburn Valley district is most 
scrionsly affected. A big washaway be 
twoen Arcadia ond Toolamba, about 38 
miles from Seymour, was reported thie 
morning, and there was no traffic beyond 
Arcadian. Tho services cannot.bo restored 
until Thursday at tho carliest. 

Residents on the lines connecting Too- 
lumba, Cobram, Tocumwal, Picola, and 
Dookiv aro cut off from railway communi. 
cation, 


TRAIN SERVICES STOPPED — WASHAWAYS REPORTED 


The Railway Commissioners and some 
leading officials ‘loft by special train at 
11 o'clock to-day ‘for Arcadia, to ngcor- 
tain the extent of tho damage to works, 
and to arrango restoration of the services 
ux soon as possible. 

The Benalla-Tatong, Cathkin-Aloxandra, 
Rushworth-Colbinnbbin lines are closed ins 
definitely. Arrangemonts are being made 
to get passengers through to-night be- 
tween Benalla and Yarrawonga. 

The heavy rains loosened the embank- 
ment on the lino near Walhalla, and a 
fall of earth this morning covered the 
rails for about 60 yards. Tho train sere 
vice will be suspended for several days. 
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TRACKMOBILE 


Track Mobile 632 shunts sand hoppers at Pilkingtons Dandenong plant on Sun.4.6.89. (Stephen Molloy) 


T1353 climbs into Footscray on No.9486 up sand train. 16 17, Sun.20.11.88. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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V/Line’s Sand Train 


V/Line’s block sand train runs from the Koala siding 
| between Lang Lang (77 km from Spencer Street) and 
Nyora (91 km). The siding is 86.5 km from Spencer 
Street. Glass sidings are at Dandenong (35 km) and at 
Spotswood (approx. 9.5 km). The train runs seven days 
_a week including public holidays. Production at Dan- 
_denong never stops; they work around the clock and on 
weekends and public holidays. 

_ Raw materials carried to Dandenong are washed 
| silica sand from Lang Lang and dolomite, soda ash and 
limestone from Osborne, South Australia. These 
_ materials are used in the manufacture of float glass for 
| house windows and plate glass and high quality glass 
_for shop windows, car windows and windscreens, mir- 
_rors and other items. Every day the main blast furnace 
at Dandenong is fed an average of 300 tonnes of sand, 

85 tonnes of soda ash, 83 tonnes of dolomite, 12 tonnes 

of limestone, 3% tonnes of salt cake and smaller 
-amounts of carbon, iron oxide and cullet (broken 
glass). Every year it makes enough glass to make a rib- 

_bon of glass 2400 km long and 3.3 m wide. The Dande- 
-nong plant is located on the Leongatha line, 35 km 
from Spencer Street. 

Each year V/Line brings in approximately 115,000 
tonnes of sand, 20,000 tonnes of dolomite, 14,000 

tonnes of soda ash and 3000 tonnes of limestone. The 

sand is brought in in up to 10 VHSF 50 tonne wagons at 

a time, and other materials are brought in as required. 

V/Line owns 40 wagons which continually service 

the Pilkington ACI (Australian Consolidated Indus- 

tries) at Dandenong and the Australian Glass Manu- 
facturers (AGM) at Spotswood from the ACI 

Resources sand quarries at Lang Lang. The trains are 

run with up to four locomotives. T class locos provide 
_ the regular power but Y class and X class locos are also 
_ being used. 

The trains ex Lang Lang (based on 8-wagon blocks) 
will pull up on the down side of the Greens Road level 
crossing, about four wagons will be uncoupled and the 

loco(s) will run into the siding with the remaining four 


SAND TRAIN TIMETABLE 


STEPHEN MOLLOY 


or so wagons which have been brought up from Lang 
Lang. The loco(s) will be uncoupled from the loaded 
wagons and be coupled to the waiting empties. These 
will be left near the points leading to the siding to await 
the arrival of the next rake of empties from Spotswood 
while the remaining four or so loaded wagons are taken 
to Spotswood. Upon being picked up, the empties 
which have waited at Dandenong will be returned to 
Lang Lang. After the train arrives at the Koala siding at 
Lang Lang the loco runs light engine to Korumburra, 
from where it will return light engine to the Koala sid- 
ing the following day. The ‘light engine’ to or from 
Korumburra may haul general loading offering; oil for 
Barry Beach is taken to Korumburra in this way. 

The stationmaster at Dandenong is known as ‘the 
sandman’ by those at Pilkington’s — the Giver of Good 
Things in the Dream of Glass. 


T378 departs Pilkingtons with an up train after dropping off 
loaded wagons. Thurs.24.12.87. (S Molloy) 


KOrumburra vice. swan cee as dep. 
Said Siding 2. coe patina ose arr. 

dep. 
/| Pilkington ACI ............5. arr. 
dep. 
Spotswood ...............5-. arr. 

dep. 

Tottenham Yard ............. dep. 

| Pilkington ACI .............. alr. 
| dep. 
| Sand Sidin® ac<:seesisaeen ces arr. 
| dep. 
KOPUI BUTTE citacck cane vriun alr. 


Mon. to Fri. Sat. Sun 
14 45 12 15 12 45 
15 20 12 45 13 15 
15 55 13 20 13 50 
17 13 14 35 15 00 
17 28 14 50 15 25 
18 52 16 20 16 55 
19 20 _ 17 30 

_ 14 15 = 
20 41 16 10 18 41 
21 00 16 30 18 56 
22 00 18 00 19 4] 
22 20 18 20 19 56 
22 55 18 55 20 50 
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V/Line’s Freight Rollingstock Fleet avce tevoon 


| 
| 


Details of the V/Line freight rollingstock fleet as at 1.7.88 were provided in Newsrail, October 1988, p.300. In this issue | 
we present the fleet size as at 1.1.89 and 1.7.89. Special thanks go to Max Michell for his help in the compilation of this 
chart. 


FOUR WHEEL WAGONS 


Class Variation Number on Variation Number on Remarks 

from 1.7.88 Reg. 1.1.89 from 1.1.89 Reg. 1.7.89 
B (van) = 3 -] 2 
FH (bulk fertiliser) -6 — — _ class defunct 
FJ (bulk flour -2 _ _ _ class defunct 
G (open) -46 267 -84 183 
GH (bulk grain) -70 420 -295 125 
GY (open) 100 364 -144 220 
GR (sleepers) = l = ] 
HD (departmental) -8 81 -3 78 | 
HR (departmental) — 16 -l 15 
HZ group (departmental) -29 26 — 26 
J (cement) -63 — — = class defunct | 
K (flat) = 1 _ 1 
KMQ (container) -15 262 -65 197 
L (sheep) -10 14 -2 12 
M (cattle) -5 8 -3 5 | 
P (explosives) -2 4 — 4 
RY (open) -5 8 -5 3 
T (iced van) = 4 = 4 
U (louvre) = 1 — 1 
WA = 1 - l 
WTT (weighbridge test) ad 4 — 4 
Tanks (fuel) -l 2 _ 2 
Tanks (water) — 10 — 10 
TOTAL -362 1497 -603 894 | 
While there are still 894 4 wheel wagons on V/Line’s register, only 73 KMQ (for sleepers) and around 40 G/GY | 


(for Heinz briquettes) are in active service; the remainder of the above are in store. 


As V/Line stocks of L and M 4-wheeled wagons dwindle, L692 and M815 are being preserved at Seymour. 
Wed.13.9.89. (John Green) 
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The now defunct J class 4-wheeled wagons were still in use on the David Mitchell Estate Quarry when this photo was 
taken at Lilydale on Thurs.3.4.86. (both now withdrawn) and T396 are about to couple up to J76F and the train for the 
run back to Melbourne. (Bryce Leydon) 


BOGIE WAGONS 


The majority of changes during the period were associated with recodings of departmental wagons into the 
VZ .. group. There are now only eight bogie wagons not coded in the ROA four digit convention. 

It is likely that a number of new classes will appear before the next review, most notably the VQAW three pack 
prototypes. At the same time there are a number of existing modern wagons which are ‘spare’ following changes 
in traffic patterns (e.g. VBCW, half the VFNX, VTHX) which may be diverted to other uses or converted for 
different uses. 

Approximately 180 wagons of various classes are currently listed as being stored. 


— Class Variation Number on Variation Number on Remarks 


from 1.7.88 Reg. 1.1.89 from 1.1.89 Reg. 1.7.89 


VBAX/Y/F (van) — 23 -3 20 

VBBX/Y/F (van) _ 129 - 129 

VBCW (‘Ford’ van) - 40 _ 40 Ford’s traffic 
ceased 
Christmas 
1988. 
VBCW now 
spare. 

VCCX (coil steel) = 30 _ 30 

VCSX (coil steel) — 88 - 88 

VCVX (coil steel) — 8 _ 8 

VDSF (safety) - 2 — 2 

VFAA (flat) - 2 - 2 

VFBF (flat) — 7 -3 4 

VFEX/FX (flat) _ a _ 5 

VFGA (heavy load) _ 4 — 4 

VFHA (heavy load) = 2 — 2D 

VFJX (softwood pulp) — 12 _ 12 

VFKX (long flat) — 53 — 53 

VFLX/Y (bulkhead flat) -l1 9 — 9 converted to 
VQLX 

VFMxX (panelboard) = 13 - 13 


(Continued next page) 
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(Continued next page) 


Class Variation Number on Variation Number on Remarks 
from 1.7.88 Reg. 1.1.89 from 1.1.89 Reg. 1.7.89 

VFNX (‘prairie’? wagon) = 50 - 50 

VFTF/X (timber) -9 18 = 18 converted to 
VQLX 

VFRX/Y (rail sets) — 13 27 6 converted to 
VZRX 

VHAF (soda ash) — 10 _ 10 

VHCA (cement) _ 76 — 76 

VHCX (cement) — 34 -12 22 converted to 
VHRX 

VHDxX (dolomite) ~ 10 - 10 

VHEF (briquette) = 47 _ 47 

VHFF (fertiliser) _ 10 _ 10 

VHGF/X/Y (grain) -] 631 -l 630 

VHHF’Y (grain) - 103 - 103 

VHJA (gypsum) — 10 = 10 

VHMY’/F (ballast) -15 40 -24 16 converted to 
VZMF 

VHNZ (ballast) -6 12 -1 11 converted to 
VZNA 

VHQF (gravel) _ 25 _ 25 

VHSF (sand) - 35 - 35 

VHRX (gypsum) — 1 +12 13 ex VHCX 

VHWA (ballast) -18 30 +4 34 some 
converted 
to VZ group 

VKEK (slab steel) — 50 — 50 

VLBF/Y (louvre) -3 38 +3 4] 

VLCX (louvre) - 634 -1 633 

VLDX (louvre) — 20 — 20 

VLEX (louvre) +1 216 — 216 

VLNX (newsprint) _ 25 = 25 

VMAP (motorail) -4 2 = 2 

VMBP (motorail) - 2 — 2 

. VMAX (motor cars) a 16 = 16 

VMBxX (motor cars) -3 50 -1 49 converted to 

VMBY 

VMBY (motor cars) +3 3 +] 4 

VOAA (open) -] 3 — 3 

VOBX (open) -] 120 -8 112 

VOCX (open) -l 160 +1 161 

VOFX (fertiliser open) — 276 — 276 

VOJX (gypsum open) +] l +8 9 

VOWA (departmental 

open) -24 46 -2 44 being 

recoded to 
VZ group 

VPCX (cement silo) = 158 - 158 

VPFX (flour silo) - 17 - 17 

VQCX (container 3TEU) - 503 — $03 

VQDW (container 4TEU) — 75 — 75 30 on hire 
to SRA as 
NQMW 

VQEK/Y (container 3TEU) -1 _ _ _ converted to 
VQLX 

VQFX (container 3TEU) -30 103 -19 84 
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The now extinct horsebox in the consist of a Healesville mixed at Ringwood. 25.6.72. (John Dare) 


Class Variation Number on Variation Number on Remarks 
from 1.7.88 Reg. 1.1.89 from 1.1.89 Reg. 1.7.89 


VQTY (container high 


speed) +30 30 +19 49 
— VQGX (container 3TEU) - 16 _ 16 
~ VQLX (container 3TEU) +22 111 = 111 
VQPW (container TEST) - 1 _ 1 
VOFY (sleepers) -l 1 -1 = recoded to 
VZ group 
VSAY (sheep) - 2 Ss 2 
VSBY (cattle) = 3 = 3 
VSPY (horse box) _ ] -1 - defunct 
VWAA (well) -1 7 - 7 
VWBA (heavy loads) -1 _ _ _ class defunct 
VWCE (heavy loads) = 1 = 1 
HD (departmental) — 4 -3 1 
HR (department) — 1 - il 
MBY (Sydney motorail) _ 5 - 5 
QD (departmental) — 3 —3 _ recoded to 
VZ group 
VZ group +47 187 +53 240 
VTBA/X/F (bitumen) = 73 +5 78 
VTGX (gas tank) — 3 — 3 
VTHX (hydrocarbon) _ 14 — 14 
VTQA/X/F/Z (petroleum) — 280 _ 280 
W (tank) — 6 _ 6 
WA (weedex tank) _ 4 -4 = recoded to 
VZ group 
TOTALS -27 4853 +12 4865 
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A Trip to Warrnambool 


On Tuesday 27 June I decided to travel to Warrnam- 
bool. I hadn’t travelled beyond Geelong before and so! 
was looking forward to seeing a bit more of Victoria by 
rail. I arrived at Spencer Street in time to see candy 
42213 depart on time with the 08 40 down /ntercapital 
Daylight and to see the now familiar combination of 
two N class locos (today N474, N454) arrive with the 
Overland at 08 51. I then decided to see what the motive 
power on my train would be for the day. It was A71, 
hauling a D van and N set number 4 on the 08 55 down 
Warrnambool pass. 

An uneventful run through the suburbs saw us pass 
Newport at 09 10. I noted the unclaimed Tait cars sit- 
ting at the workshops, the owners being unable to get 
the permits allowing them to accommodate the roll- 
ingstock on their own land or not being able to pay the 
prohibitive costs involved in transporting the carriages 
by road to their own land. 

At Corio T396 and H4 were in the oil siding with a 
rake of VTQYs. It appeared we would arrive on time at 
Geelong, but our train was delayed near the loco depot. 
This didn’t bother me as it gave me plenty of time to 
see what was around the turntable. G514/38 and T351, 
one of the remaining second series Ts, which are now 
being pruned from the register, were at the depot. The 
reason for the delay became evident as a P class loco 
with an H set forming an up pass. went past at 09 50. 


GRANT PAYNE 


The time of our arrival at Geelong was 09 51, four 
minutes late. We departed Geelong at 09 55. After 
climbing the grade through the tunnel the train rolled 
down to South Geelong and then swung around the 
curve where the line to Queenscliff used to diverge 
from the main line. 

Arrival time at the small town of Winchelsea was 10 
21 and we departed a minute later. Colac was reached 
at 10 53, 10 minutes late because of track work in the 
Winchelsea - Colac section. The goods shed at Colac 
was being re-roofed, RT10 was in the yard and in a 
nearby park, J536 appeared to be in good condition for 
a statically preserved loco. It has been painted green 
with black lining. Departure time from Colac was 10 56, 
11 minutes late. Rolling hills accompany the line all the 


way from here to Warrnambool, making the journey | 


very pleasant. The next stop was at Camperdown, 
where we arrived at 1] 22, still 11 minutes down on the 
schedule. Track machines were in the yard, along with 
two B vans and a wooden bodied HD. We left Camper- 
down at 11 26, 13 minutes late. The Timboon line for- 
mation is still clearly visible, but the rails have now 
gone. Boorcan, with its stock of briquettes, was passed 
at 11 33 and we arrived at Terang at 11 39. After a one 
minute stop we departed for Warrnambool. Any hopes 
of making up time were dashed when the train was 
slowed down for a track gang working on the line. 


A71 stands at Warrnambool with the 12 30 up pass. on Tues.27.6.89. (Grant Payne) 
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X43 departs Geelong for Melbourne with a Warrnambool pass., Wed.5.7.89. (M Broad) 


A great view is experienced when approaching Warr- 
nambool, as the hills part and the water appears, with 
the waves crashing onto the beach front. Arrival time at 
Warrnambool was 12 13, 13 minutes late. 


The A class loco was cut off the front of the train very 
quickly, then it waited for an extra D van to be pos- 
itioned in the consist by one of the two RTs which 
reside here, RT48. The other, RT26, was shut down 
near the goods shed area. An upturned turntable was 
sitting on the southern side of the yard. A71] was re- 
coupled to the train and we left the picturesque setting 
here at 12 30, on time. 


Terang was reached at 13 02, two minutes down. By 
the time we had left, at 13 05, the first class carriage was 
full; it was good to see the public using the service. 
Boorcan was passed at 13 1] and departure from Cam- 
perdown was at 13 21, six minutes late. Colac greeted 
us again at 13 47, still six minutes down. The goods 
shed had almost been completely re-roofed by this 
time. Departure time from Colac was 13 51. More 
delays were experienced between Birregurra and Win- 
chelsea, resulting in a four minute late arrival at 14 23. 
The 12 40 down train had been held there until our arri- 
val, making it late as well. An unidentified N class loco 
was on this train. We departed Winchelsea at 14 24, 
passed South Geelong at 14 47 and coasted into 
Geelong at 14 51. 


We departed Geelong after a three minute stop, now 
nine minutes down. Y127 and Y129 were both sighted 
in the North Geelong yard doing a bit of shunting. 
Corio was passed at 15 02, and shortly after we crossed 
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a down goods hauled by an unidentified G and X48, 
the last blue X class loco. Werribee came and went at 
15 20 and Newport was reached at 15 33. We ambled 
through North Melbourne at 15 45 and then arrived at 
Spencer Street 13 minutes late at 15 50. This was not 
bad considering all of the track work delays which had 
been experienced. 


Newsrail 
BACK ISSUES FOR SALE 


All issues from the current issue 
back to June 1985 are available at 
the original cover price. 


Postage and packing $1 per order. 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


An incomplete range from May 1976 
to May 1985. 


MANY ISSUES SOLD OUT 


Orders and enquiries: 
ARHS SALES 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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Towards the end of the Scotsman’s first visit to Victoria, 4472, 
races through Heathcote Junction while returning from one of 
the many trips to Seymour. Sat.10.12.88. (Frank Cross) 


a ie 


ORE ES is ab 


General News 


New Chief Executive: Mr Keith Fitzmaurice has been 
appointed Chief Executive Officer of the Public Trans- 
port Corporation. Mr Fitzmaurice took over the 
position from Mr J King, Director General of Trans- 
port, who temporarily filled the role following the for- 
mation of the Corporation on Sat.1.7. In his new posi- 
tion, Mr Fitzmaurice will oversee the running of 
V/Line and the Met. 


Best V/Line passenger figures: V/Line has recorded its 
best passenger figures for more than 30 years, it was 
announced on Thurs.14.9. The number of passengers 
carried last financial year was 5.822 million, an increase 
of more than 6% over the previous 12 months. It is the 
highest level of patronage since 1954-55. Increases 
were achieved in all V/Line markets with commuter 
patronage up by 5.8% an 8.1% increase recorded in 
regional passengers and an interstate increase of 2.8%. 

Revenue also exceeded budget forecasts, although 
intrastate fares were not increased during the year, with 
an increase by 8.5% to $49.2 million. Income from 
V/Line’s trading and catering business also showed a 
healthy increase of 9%, to $11.8 million. Over the next 
three years, V/Line expects annual patronage levels to 
continue to grow to more than 6 million. 


National freight study: A joint announcement from 
the NSW, Victorian, Western Australian, Queensland 
and Commonwealth Transport Ministers released on 
Tues.19.9, launched a feasibility study to form a 
national freight service. It was stated that the establish- 
ment of a National Freight Corporation would 
enhance the competitiveness of rail freight transport 
throughout the country. 

The study was expected to take four to six months 
and would examine how a national freight organsiation 
would be formed and operated and provide a frame- 
work and structure to achieve unified operation and 
marketing of interstate rail freight. The Hawke govern- 
ment has appointed its transport trouble-shooter Mr 
Ted Butcher, Inter-State Commission president to the 
working party. 


Very Fast Train: The Victorian State Cabinet has 
approved a bill that would give proponents of the Very 
Fast Train the right to survey private and Crown land 
on the proposed routes. The bill, which will go before 
the next session of Parliament would give backers of 
the VFT the opportunity to examine routes by giving 
them access to survey land, if access is difficult to 
obtain. 


1334 rounds a curve past the pine trees with a rake of wagons from the Morwell exchange siding to the APM mill. 


Mon.26.6.89. (Bryce Leydon) 
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- Operations 


GENERAL 


Industrial dispute: Because of an industrial dispute 
involving yard foremen at Spencer Street commencing 
on Thurs.7.9, some country trains were stabled at out- 
lying suburban stations. Noted at Broadmeadows on 
Thurs.7.9 were three SH sets stabled in the area used 
for suburban train stabling. On Tues.12.9, there were 
three SH sets and one Z set stabled in the same 
location. Both observations were made around mid- 
day. The Overland was noted stabled at Sunshine on 
Tues.12.9. Country passengers used either suburban 
trains or were bused to their connecting country 
service. 


SOUTH WEST 


Football final: Over the weekend of Sat.16/ Sun.17.9 
altered and additional services were scheduled on the 
Geelong line. Detailed below are major scheduled 
changes to services: 


Sat.16.9, 08 00 (8219) down Spencer Street - Geelong to 
operate in push/pull mode. 09 00 (8223) down 
Spencer Street - Geelong to operate in push/pull 
mode. 18 00 (8261) Spencer Street - Geelong to 
operate in push/ pull mode. 19 00 (8275) Spencer 
Street - Geelong to operate in push/pull mode. 21 30 
(8281) Spencer Street - Geelong to operate in push/ 
pull mode. 06 55 (8236) Warrnambool - Spencer 
Street to operate to altered schedule. 09 30 (8238) up 
Geelong - Spencer Street to operate in push/pull 
mode. 10 30 (8240) Geelong - Spencer Street to 
operate in push/pull mode. 


Sun.17.9, 09 00 (8205) Spencer Street - South Geelong 
additional to operate as 3xSH sets and 3xP locos 
empty cars to form 10 35 (8252) additional pass. 
South Geelong - Richmond. 09 35 down Geelong 
altered to operate in push/pull mode. 09 16 empty 
cars Geelong - South Geelong to form 09 40 up pass. 
from South Geelong to operate in push/pull mode. 
09 00 (8226) up Geelong - Spencer to operate in 
push/pull mode. 09 40 additional up pass. to operate 
in push/pull mode South Geelong - Richmond then 
empty cars to Caulfield. 10 00 up Geelong to extend 
to Richmond then empty cars to Caulfield. 10 35 up 
South Geelong additional to operate as 3xSH sets 
and 3xP locos in push/pull mode to Richmond them 
empty cars to Caulfield. 12 00 up Geelong to extend 
to Richmond and empty cars to Caulfield to operate 
in push/ pull mode. 19 00 up Geelong empty cars, 
19 40 up Geelong empty cars and 19 40 up South 
Geelong empty cars to operate in push/pull mode. 


WEST 


Empty cars: To cater for the expected increase in 
patronage during the weekend of Sat.16.9 and Sun.17.9 
on the Geelong line, an empty car working from 
Bacchus Marsh was scheduled to operate on Fri.15.9 in 
push/pull mode. 

Dimboola sightings: Sightings at Dimboola on 
Sun.17.9 included A78 at the head of the up Dimboola 


pass., N464-N set stabled on the goods shed road and 
$312 stabled near the turntable. 


NOVEMBER 1989 


Overland problems: On Thurs.7.9 the up Overland ran 
into problems at Ballarat in an unusual accident. A 
wheel on the second last carriage of the train cracked 
and fell off causing a bogie set to derail. The carriage 
jumped the rails at the Gillies Street crossing and 
damaged 1.5 kilometres of track before the train was 
brought to a stand. The front portion of the train 
proceeded to Ballarat station arriving 40 minutes late. 
The derailed carriage was rerailed at 11 00 and was 
transferred to Ballarat workshops for repair. 


NORTH 


Train of Knowledge: The Train of Knowledge was a 
regular visitor to the area over the first two weeks of 
September. On Thurs.7.9, S302 with the Train of 
Knowledge arrived at Bendigo from Swan Hill at 21 10. 
The train departed for Melbourne on Fri.8.9 behind 
B65 at 12 00 and was subsequently worked back to Ben- 
digo empty cars that night because of an industrial 
dispute at Spencer Street. On Mon.11.9 Train of 
Knowledge passed through Eaglehawk on the down at 
17 15 behind X45 bound for Swan Hill. On the evening 
of Tues.12.9 it was stabled at Bendigo with a full com- 
plement of passengers. 


Bendigo pass. news: A and N class locos continue to 

predominate on the passenger workings in the area 

although an occasional S or X class can be seen. Listed 
are sightings in the area for September: 

Fri.1.9, N451-3xD-Z52 on the up Northerner at Bendigo 
at 09 00. 

Sat.2.9, X40 on the down Northerner. 

Sun.3.9, the 16 10 down pass. arrived with the following 
consist, 1403-T405-P23-SH set. 

Mon.4.9, N454-2xD-Z set-D at Bendigo at 19 46 on the 
down Northerner. 

Tues.5.9, A66-D-Z set-D at Bendigo at 19 45 on the 
down Northerner. 

Wed.6.9, N461-2xD-Z set-D at Bendigo at 19 47 on the 
down Northerner. 

Thurs.7.9, N473-S set-2xD on the down Northerner at 
Bendigo at 21 06, 1 hr. 51 min. late because of indus- 
trial dispute at Spencer Street, departed for Swan 
Hill at 21 15. $302 on up Train of Knowledge arrived at 
Bendigo at 21 10. 

Sat.9.9, N472-N-D on down Northerner arrived at Ben- 
digo at 19 58 and departed for Swan Hill 20 04. 
Sun.10.9, 16 10 down pass. arrived behind P21. The SH 
set used was in reverse order, i.e., guard’s compart- 
ment at the northern end of the consist. The up Sun- 
day Northerner was unusually hauled by only a single 
unit, N471 and the consist was also in reverse order. 

Mon.11.9, N472-Z set-D355 on the down Northerner 
arrived at Bendigo at 19 46. The up Northerner 
arrived at 09 03, N472-D-N set. Northerner arrived at 
Bendigo at 19 47. 

Thurs. 14.49, N467-2xD-Z56-D on the 17 45 down 
Northerner at Bendigo at 20 11. The 18 30 down pass. 
arrived at Bendigo at 20 55 as X48-A73-2xD-Z54-D 
with the set in reverse order. 

Sat. 16.9, N464-N set-D on the 08 35 down pass. arrived 
at Bendigo at 10 55. The down Northerner arrived at 
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Eaglehawk at 20 05 as N459-N set-D. The 18 30 
(8065) down pass. arrived at Bendigo as N475-2xN 
set-D at 20 54. 

Thurs.21.9, the down Northerner (8043) arrived at Ben- 
digo at 20 24 and departed at 20 28. Its lateness was 
caused by engine problems. N475-2xD-4 car Z set-D 
operated the service. 

Wed.27.9, A71-D314-D327-4 car Z set-D317 operated 
the down Northerner and arrived at 19 43 at Bendigo. 

Fri.29.9, the Friday only pass. (8071) started out from 
Melbourne on time at 20 20 but soon ran into prob- 
lems taking 40 minutes between Spencer Street and 
Sunshine. A66 was the loco involved. At Sunshine 
there was a delay of 30 minutes while X44 was sent 
out from Dynon to rescue the train. The train finally 
arrived at Bendigo at 23 31 as X44- A66-N set-D. 

During the first week of the September school holidays 
and coinciding with the Royal Melbourne Show, 
8065 down and 8026 up passenger trains operated 
with 2xN sets. 


Bendigo depot visits: 

Sun.20.8, G514, 534, N453, $302, T412, X31, Y161, 
J541. 

Sun.27.8, B65, N456, T375, X35, Y161, J541. 

Sun.3.9, N453, S306, T373, 407, X31, Y161, J541. 

Sun.10.9, A66, G514, 538, S3, T351, 380, 383, X41, 
Y161, J541. 


Bendigo goods: All types of motive power are used for 
freight working in the Bendigo area at the moment, 
including a visit by an H class which worked to Swan 
Hill and return on Tues.19.9. Sightings are as listed. 


Mon.21.8, G534-G514-35xVHGF on an up block grain 
at Bendigo at 19 20. 

Fri.25.8, T375-SxVZMF-VZHA on a down loaded bal- 
last at Bendigo at 10 40. The return working arrived 
back at Bendigo at 16 30. 

Fri.1.9, one of the few Korong Vale workings via 
Bendigo T375-6xVHGF-4xV ZRX (loaded) departed 
Bendigo at 14 22. 

Mon.4.9, T373-4xVZRX (loaded ex Castlemaine) 
worked a plant train to Inglewood departing Bendigo 
at 06 30. The return working arrived back at Bendigo 
at 17 00. 

Tues.5.9, T373-4xVZRX (loaded) departed Bendigo 
for Korong Vale (?) at 06 49 and arrived back at Ben- 
digo at 18 31. 9080 up goods from Swan Hill arrived 
at Bendigo at 17 56 with T396-T360 in charge. 9064 
up Echuca goods arrived at Bendigo at 18 17 behind 
X35-T380. 

Wed.6.9, T373-4xVHGF departed Bendigo for Korong 
Vale at 09 55. The up working was T373-10xVHGF 
and arrived back at Bendigo at 15 08. 

Thurs.7.9, B76 departed on the down light engine from 
Bendigo at 09 44, arrived back as light engine back at 
1723. The destination was not known. 9080 up Swan 
rae arrived in Bendigo at 19 55 behind T378- 
T390. 

Fri.8.9, T383-6xVZMF-VZHA departed Bendigo at 09 
25 on a down ballast train 

Mon.11.9, G538-G513-19x VHGF arrived in Bendigo at 
18 34 on an up block grain train Train locos were split 
with G513 to continue on to Maryborough and G538 
to work the down Swan Hill goods the following 
morning. 
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Tues. 12.9, 9080 up Swan Hill goods — 11xVHGF 
arrived in Bendigo at 18 13. A71- X41-S3-T392-T376 
took 9064 up goods out of Bendigo. Thurs.14.9, 9080 
up goods arrived in Bendigo at 19 04 behind 
X41-S313. B80-T406 on 9064 up Echuca goods 
arrived in Bendigo at 2002. T383-T351 took 9080 
goods out of Bendigo. 

Mon.18.9, 9080 up Swan Hill goods worked by 
X46-A77 arrived at Bendigo at 19 01. 

Tues. 19.9, what is believed to be the first visit to Swan 
Hill of an H class loco occured when H4-T403 
worked the up Swan Hill goods seen passing through 
Eaglehawk at 18 05. 

Wed.20.9, there were 5 X class locos in Bendigo on this 
evening at the same time. S311-X51-T395- 
18xVHGF on an up block grain from Swan Hill 
arrived in Bendigo at 19 15, changed crews and 
departed at 20 35. X52-X47-X35were on an up block 
grain in the yard. X39-T374 on 9064 up Echuca 
goods arrived at Bendigo at 19 37. VHGFs from this 
train were added to the above train before departure. 

Thurs.21.9, 2xT worked 9080 into Bendigo sighted 
passing through Eaglehawk at 18 00, N471 replaced 
the Ts at Bendigo. 

Wed.27.9, 9064 up Echuca arrived at Bendigo behind 
X33-T393 and N458 was attached to the front of the 
train at Bendigo B Box at 19 28 before the train pro- 
ceeded to the yard to wait for a relief crew. 

Thurs.28.9, T369-T387 arrived at Bendigo at 19 14 on 
9080 up goods. $313, which had earlier arrived from 
Melbourne as leading engine on 8031 pass. was 
attached to take the train out of Bendigo. 


Echuca news: The pattern of freight working in the 
Echuca area has settled down to one Mon.-Fri. train 
between Bendigo and Echuca and two trains Mon.-Fri. 
across the border. Switch trips onto the Toolamba 
branch are as required. Sightings during September are 
as follows: 


Mon.1.9, T379-VLCX-4xcontainer flats left for across 
the border at 09 15. X39-21x VHGF arrived at Echuca 
from NSW at 13 30. T379 returned on the up trip at 
13 58. 

Mon.4.9, T407-VLCX-8xcontainer flats left on the 
down at 09 05. 

Tues.5.9, X35 was in the yard during the day. T380 ran 
a down train, leaving Echuca at 09 12. 

Wed.6.9, T385-VLCX-16xcontainer flats arrived on an 
up train at 18 00. 

Mon.11.9, T380-10xVHGF-VLCX left on a down 
goods at 09 25 and T380 returned light engine at 
13 15. X41-T380 took out a short up train at 16 00. 

Tues.12.9, another short 9064 goods with 
T376-T383-T351-VPCX-7xcontainer flats left at 16 
45. 

Thurs. 14.9, B80-19x VHGF-3xcontainer flats left on a 
down train at 07 00. T406-VLCX- 9x VHGEF left ona 
down train at 09 56. Containers being shipped by 
road from the rice mill. 

Thurs.21.9, X44 light engine on the down left Echuca 
at 07 35 and returned light engine at 17 15. 

Fri.22.9, X-25xVHGF ran a down block grain, leaving 
Echuca at 05 55. 

Mon.25.9, X33-20xVHGEF arrived on an up block grain 
at 13 24. 
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A football special for Geelong comprising: P22, P12, P15 and nine H cars was at Caulfield during the afternoon 


of Sun.10.9.89. (Graham Withers) 


NORTH EAST 


Pioneer (Apex) quarry train: Set out hereunder is a 

summary of motive power on the large and small 

quarry trains with departure times from Kilmore East: 

Tues. 1.8, S310-T367, 00 40. B61, 08 09. X48-T367, 14 24. 

Wed.2.8, X48-T367, 02 33. B61, 08 48. S301-T393, 13 48. 
B61, 16 47. 

Thurs.3.8, S302-T393, 01 40. B61, 09 35. S302-T393, 
14 43. B61, 16 53. 

Fri.4.8, S302-T405, 02 00. B61, 09 34. S312-T391, 13 56. 
B61, 15 36. 


Mone G513, 01 54. B61, 09 28. G513, 14 15. Bél, 

Tues.8.8, G513, 03 04. B6l, 09 37. 

Meer G413, 01 46. B61, 09 35. X52-T393, 16 21. B61, 

Thurs. 10.8, B61, 09 20. X45-T395, 13 50. B76, 16 40. 

Fri.11.8, X45-T395, 00 38. B76, 09 34. X45-T395, 14 34. 

Mon.14.8, X45-T395, 01 43. B76, 09 34. X45-T395, 14 
15. B76, 16 17. 

Tues.15.8, X45-T395, 02 11. B76, 10 51. X45-T395, 
14 34. B76, 17 46. 

Wed.16.8, X45-T395, 00 38. B76, 08 41. X45-T395, 
14 27. B76, 16 45. 

Thurs.17.8, B76, 08 46. G513, 14 17. B76, 16 38. 

Fri.18.8, G513, 02 44. B76, 09 55. 

Sat.19.8, G513, 05 57, B76, 08 08. G513, 14 40, B76, 19 04. 

1522. B76, 1719. 

eee ae G513, 02 07. B76, 10 06. B76, 16 43. GS13, 

Wed.23.8, B76, 09 20. G515, 14 39. B76, 16 56. 

Thurs.24.8, B76, 09 20. G515, 14 35. B76, 1659. 

Fri.25.8, G515, 02 23. B76, 0925. G515, 1430. B76, 16 46. 

Sat.26.8, G515, 02 00. 

Mon.28.8, G513, 03 16. B64, 10 14. B64, 16 44. 
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Bevan G513, 01 19. X36, 09 23. G5S13, 14 29. X36, 
16 40. 

Wed.30.8, X41, 09 21. 

Thurs.31.8, S310-T399, 03 27. X41, 09 56. 


Special trains: Special trains operating on the North 
East during August were as follows with all sightings at 
Mangalore: 

Wed.2.8, T396 on up NE ballast at 07 37. T396 on up 
Goulburn Valley ballast at 13 34. The down move- 
ments were not recorded. 

Sat.5.8, R766-lxVOCX on down NE movement at 
13 15. 

Sun.6.8, 14 45-15 15 R761 on down special pass. R766 
on up special pass. at 20 04. 

Mon.7.8, R761 on up empty cars at 06 51. 

Tues.8.8, T383 on down NE ballast. 


No fuel: On Tues.15.8, S310 on the 9350 down NE 
block oil ran out of fuel at Broadford. Locos 
X32-X39-T387 were taken off the up Albury steel train 
at Broadford and were used to push $310 and its train 
to Seymour. $310 received attention from fitters at 
Seymour before resuming its journey. 


Bs on pass.: On Mon. 14.8, B75-T403 ran the 8329 down 
Seymour pass. while on Wed.30.8, B65 ran the 8315 
down Seymour pass. 


Albury passenger trains: The down Albury passenger 
trains are often used for loco balancing purposes. All 
sightings were at Mangalore and are listed hereunder: 
Fri.4.8, N459-S313 on 8311 down pass. at 13 24. 
Sun.6.8, X45-N455 on 8339 down pass. at 11 24. 
Wed.9.8, X53-N469 on 8311 down pass. at 13 27. 
Tues.15.8, N455-X39 on 8311 down pass. at 13 20. 
Wed.16.8, N459-X33 on 8311 down pass. at 13 22. 
Thurs.17.8, X53-A85 on 8311 down pass. at 13 23. 
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Sun.20.8, A78-X44 on 8339 down pass. at 11 24. 
Tues.22.8, N465-S317 on 8311 down pass. at 13 20. 
Wed.23.8, N457-X54 on 8311 down pass. at 13 20. 
Mon.28.8, N464-S310 on 8311 down pass. at 13 19. 
Tues.29.8, X43-S301 on 8305 down pass. at 09 38. 
X45-N462 on 8311 down pass. at 13 21. 
Thurs.31.8, X48-X40 on 8305 down pass. at 09 28. 


9327 goods: 9327 goods is usually run by T class com- 

binations but like all trains can be run by other loco 

classes as evidenced by the following sightings: 

Wed.23.8, X40-S312-T410-T399 seen passing Man- 
galore at 23 40. 

Tues.29.8, S311-T412-T373 seen passing Mangalore at 
23 20. 

Wed.30.8, X50-T372-T351 seen passing Mangalore at 
23 15. 


Oaklands: As from Sun.3.9, G and BL class are allowed 
to operate between Benalla and Yarrawonga. When 
the bridge job is completed they will be allowed to 
operate to Oaklands. 


55RM: On Sat.23.9, Nos 8303/14 Seymour pass was 
worked by 55RM. 


Delayed pass.: On Fri.8.9 the 18 15 (8327) down 
Cobram pass. was delayed by a derailment at North 
Melbourne. Passengers were conveyed by buses and 
the pass. was noted empty cars at Mangalore at 00 03 on 
Sat.9.9. The train terminated at Shepparton with pas- 
sengers to be conveyed from Cobram by buses that 
morning. A79 and its train departed Shepparton at 
08 47. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


August highlights: The highlights of standard gauge 

working during August were as follows: 

Tues. 1.8, 8168-X37 on a down goods. 

Wed.2.8, C505-C504 on a down goods. 

Thurs.3.8 and Sat.5.8, C505-X37 on down goods. 

Sun.6.8, A3 4472 Flying Scotsman on down special pass. 
at Mangalore 14 45-15 15 for a photostop. 

Mon.7.8, C504 on down car train 

Tues.8.8, X37 on an up ballast. 

Fri.18.8, 42201 on an up goods. 

Tues.22.8, 42203 on an up goods. 

Sat.26.8, X37 on an up special pass. conveying the 
Governor General. 

Sun.27.8, G516 on up /ntercapital Daylight (all candy 
consist). 

Mon.28.8, X37-T411 on down car train 


Mangalore sightings: The highlights of September 

were the use of double C class locos and multiple G 

class workings. Listed below are some of the sightings 

at Mangalore: 

Mon.4.9, C505-C504 on a down goods at 16 00. 

Sat.9.9, C504-X37 on an up special goods conveying 
army vehicles and accommodation huts which were 
off loaded at Seymour Loop. 

Thurs. 14.9, 0755 T411 up light engine, 08 50 C504-8173 
on an up goods, 09 19 G522- G516-C505 on an up 
goods and 14 20, T411-X37 on a down special goods 
conveying empty wagons from Seymour Loop ex 
the special working on Sat.9.9. 18 00 C505 on down 
car train 
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Sat.16.9, C505 on an up goods at 06 45. X37- 42205 on 
down car train at 15 19. G523- G522-G519 on an up 
goods at 16 45. 

Mon.18.9, G518-G517-G516 on an up goods at 17 10. 

Tues.26.9, 42220 on an up goods at 07 45. 

Thurs.28.9, 42202 on an up goods at 07 40. 


EAST 


Bairnsdale news: Main line locomotive power has 
commenced operating between Traralgon and Bairns- 
dale. A77 arrived at Bairnsdale on 8407 pass. on Fri.25.8 
and departed on 8432 that day as a test run. Regular 
running of higher powered locos commenced on 
Mon.4.9 with A77-N16- D357-D337 forming the up 
8432 working. Use of main line locos will reduce the 
travelling time between Melbourne and Bairnsdale by 
about 15 minutes each way. Not all main line locos are 
allowed over the Avon River bridge. Locos allowed are 
B61, S301, 312, 317, all A class except A60 and A66, all 
N class except N456, 457, 458, 460, 462, 464, 471, 472, 
473,474 and 475, and all X class. S class are not allowed 
over the bridge in multiple and since they can’t be 
turned at Bairnsdale their authorisation would seem to 
be academic. 

On Thurs.31.8 a T class loco was derailed during 
shunting operations when a set of points ‘kicked’ dur- 
ing the movement. The 13 05 up train was replaced by 
buses. 

The current rail tractor in use at Bairnsdale is RT6. 
Freight traffic is only a shadow of what it was when the 
line to Orbost was open Inwards freight consists 
mainly of fertiliser, briquettes and petroleum products. 
The outwards freight is mainly sleepers. 


Charter special: R707-Norman-2AE- Yarra operated a 

special train to Traralgon on Sat.16.9 seen passing 

through Warragul at 09 10. A71 was used as motive 
power on the train to Bairnsdale. The train returned to 

Spencer Street as empty cars passing through Warragul 

on the up at 17 30. Y133 returned 2AE- Yarra to Sey- 

mour on Tues.19.9. 

Warragul news: Happenings in the Warragul area are 

listed hereunder: 

* On Mon.28.8, the 13 54 (4067) down Warragul was a 
six car Comeng set instead of the usual three car set. 

* On Wed.30.8, the 13 33 (8415) down Sale arrived at 
Warragul 15 mins. late at 15 15 while on Fri.1.9. The 
same working was 17 mins. late at Warragul. 

* On Fri.8.9, with union bans in Melbourne affecting 
passenger train sets, the 09 24 (8411) down Traralgon 
was an N loco on a five car E set. This was the first 
sighting of blue and gold cars on this line for some 
time. Arrival at Warragul was at 11 06 (9 late). The 
same set ran the 13 55 (8428) up Traralgon with 
N461-4BE-1BG-?BE-?BE-51AE-CPD. 

Warragul departure was 10 mins. late. 


METROPOLITAN 


Overhead inspection: The overhead inspection train 
visited Flemington race course on Wed.20.9. 


Surrey Hills: Highlights of the month of September 
were the three Sundays with extra suburban trains. On 
Sun.10.9 and Sun.17.9 all trains were 6 car sets, with 
extra services for football finals being played at the 
MCG. On Sun.24.9 all trains were 6 car sets for Royal 
Show traffic. 


NEWSRAIL 


Rollingstock 


G541: G541 was delivered on Fri.8.9 and was sighted 
light engine near Somerton on Mon.11.9. 


Maryvale locos: Y173 was withdrawn from V/ Line 
service on Wed. 16.8 and transferred to Maryvale APM 
on Fri.18.8. T342 was returned to V/Line on Fri.1.9. 


VAC sleeper: VAC285 is to be converted to BS218 at 
Bendigo Workshops. It made its final trip as a com- 
posite class sleeper on 8148 up Mildura on Wed.6.9 and 
was empty. The carriage was originally converted from 
an AS car to operate on the through service Melbourne 
to Canberra as an ABS car. The other member of the 


class has been in Newport Workshops for some 
months for conversion. 


T362: This loco was withdrawn on Fri.8.9. 


V/Line loco-logger: The first 6 ACET loco-loggers 
designed for use by V/Line are being fitted to G 
and N class locos. The units are fully operational and 
will be logging information about the current state of 
the locomotive. For a period of approximately two 
months the units will be undergoing ‘proof of concept’ 
trials, after which locos in the same class will be 
progressively equipped with the units. 


Although rumours persist about the /ntercapital Daylight being abolished, the current pilots’ dispute has seen it 
running extra trips- Here 8171 crosses the Maribyrnong River bridge with a nine car train during the first week of the 
school holidays at 09 05 on Sun.24.9.89. (Gavan McLaughlan) 
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Works 


Upfield line: The Victorian Producers siding on the 
east side of the line north of Macauley Road was 
removed during the week of 11/16.9. In addition, some 
of the sidings in the North Melbourne cement siding 
were also removed. A lead shunt has been retained be- 
tween Macaulay Road and Arden Street for run 
around/access purposes in association with the cement 
siding. This is the first concrete move towards ultimate 
closure of the line and more particularly for the con- 
struction of the Western Bypass road. 


Spencer Street PIDS: With the introduction of the 
Passenger Information Display System at Spencer 
Street the platforms will be divided into sections as 
shown hereunder: 


Platform 1 — Outer-North-Centre-South. 
Platforms 2-7 — North-Centre-South. 
Platform 8 — North-Centre. 


Marks are provided on the platform to indicate the sec- 
tions. Prior to the arrival of a train, the platform staff 
must place a stopping board at the mark where the train 
will come to a stand in the appropriate section. Drivers 
of arriving trains must stop the train as close as possible 
to the stopping board and must ensure that no portion 
of the locomotive or train stops beyond the stopping 
board. 


Victoria Park station: Victoria Park station could be 
transformed into a huge parking, shopping and office 
complex under plans announced recently by the 
Minister of Transport. Mr Kennan said the station — 
which serves Collingwood fans and foes alike — looked 
almost certain to be given a massive facelift. The com- 
mercial development of stations is part of an innova- 
tive new program to help expand Victoria’s public 
transport system, according to the Minister. 


WEEKLY NOTICES 


Blue Circle siding: Commencing Tues.12.9, G and 81 
class locos are allowed to operate in the Blue Circle 
siding at Somerton. (WN36). 


Craigieburn: On Sat.1.7 the administration of Craigie- 
burn station was transferred to the office of the 
Stations Manager, Southern, under supervision of the 
Stationmaster, Broadmeadows. Maintenance of the 
station still remains the responsibility of the Regional 
Manager, Northern. (WN29). 


Diamond Creek: Commencing Tues.22.8, Diamond 
Creek will be opened and closed as a staff station as 
shown hereunder: Mondays to Friday — Opened from 
04 50 closed by No. 1712 Hurstbridge Electric Subur- 
ban passenger train each day. (WN33) 


Geelong ‘B’ Box: On Sun.23.7, the following alter- 
ations took effect: 


1. Post No.24, two disc signals, top disc No.10 from 
No.2 track to Siding A, the bottom disc from No.2 
track to the Main Line were abolished. 

2. Post No.27, two disc signals, left disc No.28, from 
Siding A to No.2 track, right disc No.27 from Siding 
A to No.1 track were abolished. 
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3. The disc signal on Post No.20 worked by lever No.9 
from No.1 track to Siding A was abolished. 

4. The disc signal on Post No.28 worked by lever 
No.40 from Main Line to No.2 track was abolished. 

5. No.14 Single ended points with rodded derail lead- 
ing from No.2 track to main line were abolished. 

6. The up end of No.21 points were abolished and the 
track was straight railed. 

7. No.24 catch points in Siding A were abolished. 

8. Plungers No.16 and 17 were abolished and the lev- 
ers became pilot levers. 


Levers No.2, 9, 10, 11, 14, 24, 27, 28 and 40 were sleeved 
normal. (WN29) 


Inglewood: On Tues.25.7 Inglewood was disesta- 
blished as a staff station. 


* The Train Staff and Ticket sections Bridgewater to 
Inglewood and Dunolly to Inglewood and the 
Electric Staff section Inglewood to Korong Vale 
were all abolished and replaced in lieu with a com- 
mon Train Staff and Ticket section Dunolly - 
Korong Vale - Bridgewater. 

* All trains to Bridgewater must be in possession of 
the Staff. Tickets must not be used between Dunolly 
or Korong Vale to or from Bridgewater. 

* Tickets may be issued between Dunolly and Korong 
Vale in accordance with the Rules. 

* At Inglewood, Nos 3, 4 and 5 tracks together with 
Siding A were abolished. 

* The interlocked signalbox and all signals and 
lockings were abolished. The junction points and 
the points leading into No.2 track are operated by 
WSa levers secured by staff locks. Location boards 
are provided. 

* Healthy state indication lights and yellow whistle 
posts provided. 

* Departing trains to Dunolly or Korong Vale must 
depart from No.1 track at Inglewood to minimise the 
flashing light operation at the level crossings. A 
speed board lettered ‘30 km/h to the level crossing’ 
will be provided for the up approach to the Dunolly 
line. (WN30) 

* At Inglewood, the main line junction points are nor- 
mally set towards Dunolly and are secured by means 
of a staff lock. (WN32) 


Introduction of train orders: Dunolly - Ultima (Primary 
corridor), Korong Vale - Kulwin (Secondary corridor) 
and Eaglehawk - Inglewood (Second corridor). 

* On Mon.21.8, after the Train Staffs and Ticket Boxes 
were withdrawn, train orders were introduced on the 
abovementioned lines in accordance with the rules 
for train order working as amended. (WN34) 
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Above: AL25-GM18 on the standard gauge. cross C507-C503 
on No.639 Dry Creek - Melbourne goods at Mile End on 
Sun.17.9.89. 


Below: G540-G530 approach Mile End on No.598 Melbourne 
Bend - Dry Creek goods, as STA railcar 3005 on an up Belair 
service glides through. Sun.17.9.89. (Both photos M Broad) 


Preservation 


PUFFING BILLY RAILWAY 


Victoria’s famous little train recently carried its six 
millionth passenger since its return to operation, main- 
taining its reputation as being one of the world’s lead- 
ing tourist railways. The six millionth passenger was 
carried on Wed.2.8. 


STEAMRAIL BALLARAT 


Several of Victoria’s oldest carriages have been 
removed from their home to make way fora restaurant. 
The old bluestone carriage sheds at Ballarat have been 
acquired for a restaurant based on old railway car- 
riages. 


MALDON 


Five members of the Victorian Council of the National 
Trust of Australia visited the CMRPS recently and 
were treated to a ride behind T333 to Muckleford. At 
Muckleford the visitors were taken over the trestle 
bridge on trolleys. The big news from the society is that 
the army is currently milling the timber for the replace- 
ment of the Muckleford bridge. Once the timber is 
milled then the army will move on site for the recon- 
struction work. Other news from CMRPS is that a new 
track is nearing completion at the station which will 
become No.4 road and be used for the storage of 
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rollingstock. J549 is nearly ready to undergo a boiler 
pressure test in the presence of a Department of | 
Labour and Industry Inspector. 


Above: Recently restored water tank WT236 at Echuca. 
Sat.7.10.89. (John Green) 


Below: The hot water projects through the cab window of 
J549. CMR workers perform a hot water test at Maldon on 
Sat.22.7.89. K160 was steamed up to provide the hot water 
(Vance Findlay) 


NEWSRAIL 


Above: N468 crosses Cairn Curran Reservoir with the down 
Mildura pass., rerouted via Castlemaine due to track- 


work between Ballarat and Maryborough. 11 15, Mon.4.9.89. 


WORKINGS Below: A85 hauls the Overland cars from Sunshine across to 
Brooklyn to be serviced on Sun.10.9.89 due to a ban in the 


passenger yards. (Both photos Graham Withers) 
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Above: September Newsrail p. 276, in an item about Pyramid 
RA IL MO TORS losing its rail service, mention was made of a Leyland rail 

motor. For those readers who have not seen one, we publish 

this photo of 53RM and tralier at Yarrawonga in 1936. (lateRB | 


McMillan c/o B G Fell) 


Below: 58RM recently repainted in early 50’s style by SLSPG. 
At Seymour, Fri.29.8.89. (John Green) 
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Above: J515, 4472, R761 and R707 pose for photos at 


Seymour on Sun.6.8.89. during the Scotsman Farewell to 
Victoria tour. (Terry Dexter) 


Bedow: 4472, R761 and R707 provide a spectacular display at 
Dysart Sidings. Sun.6.8.89. (Graham Withers) 
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Northern line postscript: Further to the previous 
three part mini series on the proposed elimination 
of staff at Pyramid and reduction of staff at Kerang, 
the advertisements had hardly appeared in the 
country press advising that as from September all 
passenger ticket sales and freight business would 
be handled by a local shop at Pyramid and that 
Kerang station would be closed at 17 30 each day, 
than the first debacle occurred. Problems arose 
when the evening pass. was delayed at Spencer 
Street because of industria! problems. 

Due at Kerang at 21 19 it finally arrived at nearly 
23 00. A large crowd of parents, whose children 
were returning from a school excursion, who 
would have previously passed the time away in the 
comfort and warmth of the recently upgraded 
waiting room (now locked in the absence of staff) 
were forced to wait in the bleak wintery night on 
the station platform, with no way of finding out 
how late the train was, or indeed, if it running at 
all. When the train finally arrived, there was 
further turmoil when the recently installed auto- 
matic time clock turned off the platform lights 
plunging the station into darkness. 

The angered country folk acknowledge that if 
the trains were poorly patronised there could be 
reason to curtail the service but when the number 
of passengers was the highest for years (see item 
under General News) with some people unable to 
get seats at weekends such action would even- 
tually induce the public to abandon trains in 
preference to motor vehicles. At present at Kerang 
there are three staff members rostered for duty 
during the day. Surely one of them could be ros- 
tered until the evening pass. passes through. 

So how about it V/Line? Isn’t it time to give 
your patrons the best possible service available? 
Otherwise your growth will not continue. 


READER’S QUESTIONS 


1. 


6 Wheel Carriages. (Newsrail, November, 1975. 
p.258). Mention is made in the above article con- 
cerning four bodies returned from Humevale (near 
Whittlesea) of which two were placed in the 
Museum (12AB & 136AB) and ‘two others’ were 
placed on former Z van underframes. 

(i) Where are the ‘two others’ located now, what 
condition are they in, and what are their former 
identities? 

What were the identities of the other ten VR 
bodies at Humevale and where are they now? 
Only one end platform bogie car body was 
noted at Humevale around 1980 but there was 
no sign of its former identity. 


(ii) 


. Recently bought to light by the movement for the 


-Mornington Railway Preservation Society of cars. 
16BU, 27BU, 17AW —all written off on 15.1.82 and 
24AW — written off on 30.8.82, which have not 
been recorded as stored and which were until the 
movement, presumed scrapped. 
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The following passenger carriages have been shown 
as withdrawn during the same period but do not 
carry a record of being broken up. Can any reader 
assist with their current locations or their scrapping 


date? 

Written off Written off 
84BPL 31.5.83 21BW 5.1.82 
4BU 15.1.82 28BW 5.12.83 
9BU 15.1.82 78BW (2nd) 5.12.83 | 
14BU 15.1.82 2CW 7.81 | 
22BU 15.1.82 4CW 4.9.85 
46BU 26.4.79 10CW 2.8.84 
50ABU 15.1.82 13CW 22.8.84 
20AW 1.10.82 16CW 4.5.83 | 
26AW 8.82 20CW 1.7.83 
33AW 5.1.82 16C 3.3.83 
11BW 8.82 23C 3.3.83 
12BW 1.10.82 35C 3.3.83 
17BW 8.6.82 38C 3.3.83 | 
20BW 8.6.82 19CE 24.9.85 | 


MORE READER’S QUESTIONS 


* 


What was the nickname of Weighbridge Junction: 
Spion Kopje or Spion Kop? Weighbridge Junction is 
the point where the goods lines to Kensington 
diverged from the goods lines to South Kensington. 
Could someone provide details of the 1939 floods, 
which damaged a bridge near Benalla and caused 
Spirit of Progress to be diverted via Tocumwal with a 
scratch set. 

Could a reader provide details of the Winton derail- 
ment which caused diversion of Spirit of Progress via 
Tocumwal with a scratch set. 

In Winter 1957 a railcar service was provided on Sun- 
day evenings to return snow tourists from Wan- 
garatta to Melbourne (Sept.57, VR News Letter). 
How was this provided? 

Melbourne Limited ran on Sun..7.86 using a R. 
Was this the last run before operations were sus- 
pended? 


ODD SPOTS 


In at the Spotswood reclamation depot is an enamel 
sign incorrectly lettered ‘Greensbrough’. 


* * * 


Overheard at Benalla on Sun.9.7.89, after the arrival of 
J515 Harold P Ward from Seymour. 


Interested bystander: ‘Is that Heavy Harry?’ 


Railway-minded person: ‘No, I’m afraid not.’ 


ANSWERS TO A READER’S QUESTIONS 
October 1989 Newsrail 


1. 


2: 


3. 


The proposed extension of the Shelbourne line was 
to go to Laanecoorie. 

There were no plans to extend this proposed exten- 
sion to any point on the Dunolly - Inglewood line. 
The overhead masts beyond Alamein never had 
catenary suspended from them. (RBS) 
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Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 
| 20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 1 
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Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


BRANCH LINE 
UMMM «SOS 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
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TRAIN WORLD 


| 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
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Bankcard welcome I 


Good range always in stock 
Direct Importers 


THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP Australia 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include 
full name, address and phone number, and cheque (not 
cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertise- 
ments is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are advised 
to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. 
Copies are available on request. 


Charges: Normal rate $1.50 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge 
for all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Brass American Steam Locomotive Whistle. 1890’s 
vintage similar to ‘NA’ loco type. $150. Contact Dennis 
Middendorp. Phone 429 3755, 02 00 - 21 00. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway: Restoring old Healesville 
line. Train trips from Yarra Glen first and last Sundays 
each month. Rail trolley rides every Sunday from 
Healesville station. We need you. Join now, phone (03) 
529 5602 or write to 13 Centre Road, Vermont 3133 
for information on our railway and the restoration of 
J516. 


WANTED TO BUY 


ARHS Bulletins — Feb 1980; Nov 1979; Jan 1976; Jan, 
Mar, Apr 1975. Narrow Gauge — No. 51, 52 and 54. 
Contact M Linton, (03) 890 1182. 


Transport House 
589 Collins Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 


Telephone 
03-619 4567 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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©, “Quality without Compromise’ 
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Victorian “1” CLASS 


AVAILABLE IN THE FOLL 


*& SERIES 2 HIGH NOSE — NARROW SIDE FRAMES VR. 

* SERIES 2 HIGH NOSE — NARROW SIDE FRAMES V/LINE 
* SERIES 3 LOW NOSE — AS BUILT (No. 410) VR. 

x SERIES 3 LOW NOSE — AS BUILT (No. 410) V/LINE 


RK WITH PROTECTIVE COATING 


GLAZED WINDOWS 
CHEMICALLY BLACKENED WHEELS 
NUMBER PLATES 


* 

* 

* 

* POSITIVELY LOCATED, RECESSED ETCHED 

* DIODE LIGHTING WITH ON/OFF SWITCH 
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order is essential to secure the desired version. Orders (accompanied by 
a minimum deposit of $100) are now being accepted. Confirmation and 
receipt will be issued by return mail. 


variants will be very 


Our V/LINE “nN” Class project is alive and well (see advert April 1989) - 
Production is scheduled for the 2nd quarter of 1991. 

Details relating to models between “T” Class and “N” Class will be 
released when definite production dates come to hand. 
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